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Travel  Montana  TV 

Ads  &  MT/WY 
Brochure  Receive 
Tourism  "Oscars" 

Travel  Montana  s  1998  TV  commer- 
cial and  its  "Montana  &  Wyoming 
Field  Guide"  brochure  are  the  best  in 
the  country  according  to  the  national 
organization  of  state  tourism  officials, 
ESTO.  Travel  Montana  received  the 
tourism  "Oscars"  at  ESTO s  July  12-15 
convention  in  Palm  Springs,  CA. 

"Our  staff  and  our  contractors 
work  hard  to  offer  the  traveling 
public  a  quality,  honest  presentation 
of  Montana,"  said  Travel  Montana 
Director  Matthew  Cohn. 

"It  is  gratifying  to  have  these  efforts 
recognized  by  our  peers.  It  makes  us 
feel  proud  not  only  for  the  states 
tourism  program,  but  for  Montana 
and  Montanans." 

Here  is  how  ESTO  Judge  John 
Poimiroo  announced  Montana's 
TV  Award: 

"With  a  paucity  of  words  and  strong 
images,  and  a  lyrical  voice  that  evokes 
the  rustic  character  of  this  wide-open 
state.... This  beautiful  spot  estabUshes 
a  clear  impression  of  the  place  that 
is  Montana." 

Travel  Montana's  TV  commercial, 
"Big  Sky  Lullaby,"  was  produced  by 
Wendt  Advertising  of  Great  Falls. 
Montana  singer/songwriter  Wylie 
Gustafson  provides  the  audio.  The 
"Montana  &  Wyoming  Field  Guide" 
brochure  was  produced  by  Riddell 
Advertising  &  Design  of  Jackson 
Hole,  as  part  of  the  two  states'  joint 
promotion  with  their  respective 
national  parks  concessionaires. 


MTRI  Teams  Focus 

on  Research  & 

Electronic  Media 

Montana's  federal/state  agency 
coordinating  organization,  the 
Montana  Tourism  &  Recreation 
Initiative  (MTRI),  has  two  working 
teams  focused  on  the  agencies'  shared 
needs  and  opportunities  with  elec- 
tronic media  and  research.  At  June 
meetings  the  teams  met  to  explore 
how  their  efforts  in  these  areas  could 
be  better  coordinated  or  enhanced. 

MTRI  Coordinator  Mary  Pipal  and 
team  chair  Norma  Nickerson  of  ITRR 
led  the  June  16  Research  Focus  Team 
discussion  of  how  the  state  and  feder- 
al agencies  could  share  research  infor- 
mation, coordinate  methodologies 


and  collaborate  in  research.  Action 
areas  the  team  will  pursue  include 
the  creation  of  a  Montana  tourism 
and  recreation  research  WEB  page 
and  setting  up  a  list  server  through 
MSU  Extension. 

The  June  23  Electronic  Media  Focus 
Team  discussion,  led  by  Paul  Putz 
of  the  Montana  Historical  Society, 
covered  each  agencies'  electronic 
media  services  and  its  internal  and 
public  use.  The  team  established  a  list 


of  short  to  mid-term  projects  which 
include  linking  existing  websites  and 
databases  and  longer  term  projects 
which  would  create  an  "electronic 
brochure  rack"  and  a  common  data- 
base for  the  agencies. 

The  agencies  currently  represented 
on  the  focus  teams  include  the  BLM, 
Forest  Service,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
MSU  Extension,  ITRR,  and  the  state 
departments  of  Transportation,  Fish, 
Wildlife  &  Parks,  Historical  Society, 
Agriculture  and  Travel  Montana. 

Both  focus  teams  will  meet  again  in 
September.  Prior  to  then  a  full  MTRI 
Working  Group  session  is  scheduled 
for  August  5  and  the  MTRI  Directors 
will  meet  August  26.  Both  meetings 
are  in  Helena.  For  more  information, 
contact  Mary  Pipal  at  444-9294. 

Billings  Hosts  August 

10-11  Bed  Tax  Futures 

Task  Force  Meeting 

The  16-member  Montana  Bed  Tax 
Futures  Task  Force  will  meet  Monday 
evening,  August  10,  and  Tuesday, 
August  1 1 ,  at  the  Billings  Sheraton 
Hotel.  The  task  force  is  re\'iewing  the 
past  uses  of  Montana's  4  percent 
accommodations  tax,  taking  public 
input  on  the  best  future  use  of  the  tax 
revenues,  and  developing  recommen- 
dations from  this  information  to  pre- 
sent to  the  state's  Tourism  Advisory 
Council  in  October.  The  public  input 
session  in  Billings  will  take  place  from 
7-9  p.m.,  August  10. 

Travel  Montana  and  task  force 
members  have  been  receiving  and 
soliciting  public  comments.  In  addi- 
tion to  attending  the  Billings  meeting, 
comments  can  be  sent  to  the  task 
force  through  the  foUovving  means: 

Bed  Tax  Futures  Task  Force 

c/o.  Travel  Montana 
Box  200533 

Helena,  MT  59620-0533 
Phone:  Anna  Marie  Moe, 
406-444-2654 
FAX:  406-444-1800 
Internet  :htip://travelmontana. state, 
mt. us/future. htm 

Public  comment  deadline  is 
September  1,  1998. 


Tourism  Business 
Workshops  At  Lame  Deer 

A  3-day  "How  To  Start  A  Business  In 
Tourism"  Workshop  is  scheduled  for 
Dull  Knife  Community  College  in 
Lame  Deer  August  4-6.  The  workshop 
is  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Dull  Knife  College  Tribal  Business 
Information  Center  and  Travel 
Montana's  Cultural  Tourism  Program. 

Travel  Montana's  Shan  Nault-PuUar 
says  the  daily  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  work- 
shops will  cover  a  wide  variety  of  top- 
ics. Tuesday  August  4,  Bernise  Laird  of 
Morris  Travel/Anderson-Elerding  and 
Dave  Sharpe  of  MSU  Extension  will 
present  information  about  tour  busi- 
nesses and  recreational  guiding. 
Wednesday  August  5,  Zane  &  Darrell 
Martin  of  Fort  Belknap  and  De Wanda 
Little  Coyote-Backbone  will  talk  about 
B&Bs,  guide  operations  and  selling 
arts/crafts  to  visitors.  Thursday  August 
6,  Sandy  and  Zane  Spang  of  Ashland, 
Darrell  Norman  of  Browning,  Edythe 
McCleary  of  Custer  Country  and  Shan 
will  discuss  horseback  cultural  tours, 
tipi  encampments,  art  galleries,  and 
marketing.  For  more  information, 
contact  Shari  at  727-8972. 


TIIP,  CTAP  And 

Travel  Planner 

Deadlines  Are  Here! 

The  application  deadlines  for  Travel 
Montana's  Tourism  Infrastructure 
Improvement  Program  (TIIP)  and  the 
Community  Tourism  Assessment 
Program  (CTAP)  were  July  3 1  and 
August  1,  respectively  TIIP  has 
$150,000  in  matching  grant  funds  for 
non-profit  tourism-related  infrastruc- 
ture projects  this  year.  Grant  recipi- 
ents will  be  announced  in  October 
after  review  and  recommendations  by 
the  Tourism  Advisory  Council  and 
approval  by  Governor  Racicot.  The 
community  selected  for  the  8-month 
CTAP  "self  help"  process  should  be 
selected  by  September. 

Publications  Manager  Donnie 
Sexton  reminds  everyone  that  the 
deadline  for  free  listings  in  the  1999 
MONTANA  TRAVEL  PLANNER  is 
August  10.  Contact  Donme  or  Susan 
Albrecht  at  444-2654. 

Frequent  Flyer 
Information  Request 

Travel  writer  Norman  Sklarewitz 
was  a  recent  participant  in  a  Missouri 
River  Country  media  tour.  As  region- 
al editor  for  FREQUENT  FLYER 
Magazine  (300,000  circ).  Norm 
invites  any  Montana  property  near 
state  airports  or  in  business  centers 
which  cater  to  business  travelers  to 


send  him  news  about  their  new  prop- 
erties, major  renovations,  new  ser- 
vices or  amenities.   Contact  him  at 
Box  5385,  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90209, 
E-mail:  nsklare@aol.com. 

Publicity  To  Tourism 
Development 

Travel  Montana's  Publicity  Coordinator 
Victor  Bjomberg  is  moving  into  the  state 
tourism  program's  Tourism  Development 
and  Education  Coordinator  position. 
Clint  Blackwood  vacated  this  post  last 
May  to  head  up  the  state's  Lewis  &  Clark 
Bicentennial  Observance.  Victor  will 
wrap  up  a  number  of  publicity  projects 
and  then  begin  to  focus  full  time  on  the 
development/education  program  later 
in  August.  Search  for  a  new  Publicity 
Coordinator  is  underway 


Travel  Montana  Calendar 
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"Let  Er  Buck"  Custer  Country 

Media  Tour 

Tourism  Business  Workshop, 

I^me  Deer 
5  MTRI  Working  Group,  Helena 

10-11     Bed  Tax  Futures  Mtg,  Billings 
11-17     Russell  Country  Media  Tour 
13-23     Taiwan's  Leaders  TV  in  MT 
26  MTRI  Directors,  Helena 

September 

8-14       Yellowstone  Country  Golf 

Media  Tour 
18  Bed  Tax  Futures  Mtg,  Helena 
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